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CONTEXT11 items.Thursday, March
22, 2017 In the shadow of War, Bibi is
making friends, reviving those left
behind By Adi Issacharoff In early
May 2002, Israelishe Pravda reported
that Benjamin Netanyahu, then a
22-year-old member of Knesset, met
with Shimon Peres, who was then in
his seventh year as Israeli prime
minister, and Yaakov Peri, who was
then Israel's defense minister. The
young Netanyahu listened to the
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former president's account of the two
years he served as prime minister and
what he had achieved and learned
about the challenges he would face
when he assumed office. Peres
explained that Israel had been left to
fend for itself because the
international community had failed to
protect the country or alleviate the
hardships that the 1948 war had
created for Palestinians, the refugee
population, and other Arabs. >>
Trying to make peace a national
priority is a powerful kick in the pants
Peres had discovered a few
international states and other world

page 3 / 7

powers who were willing to pressure
Israel to make concessions, but he
warned Netanyahu that the chances of
achieving a peace agreement that
included Palestinians were slim and
that there was a danger of Israel being
isolated internationally. He advised
Netanyahu to utilize his close
relationship with the American
president, George W. Bush, to make
peace a priority and pressure the
Palestinian Authority to abandon its
strategy of pursuing unilateral steps,
especially on the issue of the demand
for the right of return. Netanyahu
listened attentively and promised to do
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his utmost to achieve a peace
agreement that would be good for all
the parties involved, according to the
report. Last week, the young
Netanyahu delivered on that promise.
The last day of an official visit to
Egypt, he met with Elazar Stern, a
former director general of the Prime
Minister's Office and a professor at
Bar Ilan University. Stern told Israel's
Channel 2 News that he had met
Netanyahu at the prime minister's
residence in Jerusalem, where he
recounted to the prime minister his
own meeting with Peres in 2002. Stern
admitted that at the time he had been
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afraid to meet Netanyahu and was
therefore unable to speak freely, but
he noted that the former prime
minister's successor, Ehud Olmert, had
also had a close meeting with him and
was able to speak freely. Stern warned
Netanyahu that it was difficult to
achieve peace, but stressed that it was
Israel's top priority 3da54e8ca3
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